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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 9.  A Bicycle in Good Repair 

 

 

 

The Bicycle Ride 

     One of  t he f r iend of  t he aut hor  suggest ed t hat  t he t wo should go f or  a bicycle r ide t he 

next  day. The aut hor  r eached t he place half  an hour  bef or e his f r iend and wait ing f or  him in 

t he gar den. The aut hor ’s f r iends enquir ed about  his bicycle and t hen gave it  a shake holding it s 

f r ont  wheel and t he f or k. Af t er  a while t he man t ook out  t he f r ont  wheel of  t he cycle while t he 

aut hor  was away f or  a while looking f or  a hammer . 

The Bicycle I nspect ion and it  Repair Work 

       The aut hor  insist ed on put t ing on t he var ious par t s of  cycle in place, but  his f r iend want ed 

t o check t he f r ont  wheel. He unscr ewed somet hing and f r om somewher e ar ound a dozen of  ball 

bear ings came out . His f r iend insist ed t hat  t he aut hor  must  collect  all of  t hem else t he bicycle 

might  not  be r esor t ed t o it s old condit ion. The aut hor  collect ed ar ound 16 of  t hem and kept  

t hem in his hat . The aut hor ’s f r iend now st ar t ed t aking of f  t he gear -case. The aut hor  war ned 

him not  t o mess up wit h t he gear -case, but  his f r iend said t hat  not hing is as easier  as t aking of f  

t he gear -case. He t ook it  of f  easily, but  had a night mar e while f ixing it  back t o it s place. 

        His bicycle which was unt il now in good condit ion was now lying scat t er ed divided in many 

par t s. Aut hor  want ed t o st op his f r iend f r om causing f ur t her  t r oubles, but  he admit s t hat  he is 

weak at  hur t ing ot her s. Then it  was t he t ime f or  t he chain which he t ight ened t o an ext ent  t hat  

it  st opped moving. He t hen loosened it  unt il it  became t wice as loose as it  was bef or e. 

The Tough Process of  Assembly 

        Af t er  applying his t r icks on t he cycle, aut hor ’s f r iend seemed t o be cont ended and now 

want ed t o put  all t he pieces back int o t heir  place. I t  t ook a lot  of  t ime and a gr eat  ef f or t . The 

pr ocess r evealed t hat  his f r iends was inexper ienced and knew not hing about  r epair ing a bicycle. 

Af t er  st r uggling f or  many hour s his f r iend was able t o somehow f ix t he dif f er ent  par t s of  t he 

bicycle. The aut hor  t ook him t o his back kit chen wher e his f r iend cleaned himself  and t hen t he 

aut hor  send him back t o his home. 

 

Soul of  t he Chapt er 
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1.  “I  got  early,  f or me.  “ I t  implies t hat   

(i) He was an ear ly r iser . 

(ii) He was a lat e r iser . 

(iii) He got  up lat e t hat  mor ning. 

 (ii) He was a lat e r iser . 

2.  The bicycle “goes easily enough in the morning and a lit t le st if f ly af ter lunch. ” The

  remark is  

(i) Humor ous   (ii) inaccur at e    (iii) sar cast ic   (iv) enj oyable  (v) meaningless 

Mar k your  choice(s) 

 (i) Humor ous 

3.  The f riend shook t he bicycle violent ly.  Find t wo or t hree sent ences in the t ext  

  which express t he aut hor’s disapproval of  it .  

 (i) “Don’t  do t hat ; you’ll hur t  it .” 

(ii) “I t  doesn’t  if  you don’t  wobble it .” 

(iii) “Don’t  you t r ouble about  it  anymor e;  

you will make your self  t ir ed.” 

4.  “______if  not ,  it  would make a serious dif f erence t o the machine. ” What  does ‘it ’ 

 ref er t o? 

  ‘I t ’ r ef er s t o ball bear ings. 

 

 

 

1.  Did t he f ront  wheel really wobble? What  is your opinion? Give a reason f or your 

answer.  

The f r ont  wheel wobbled occasionally, but  it  didn’t  r equir e any at t ent ion. The 

bicycle was in good condit ion and t he aut hor  was pleased wit h it . 

Check  

NCERT Folder  

Working wit h the Text   
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2.  I n what  condit ion did the aut hor f ind t he bicycle when he ret urned f rom t he t ool 

shed? 

  When t he aut hor  r et ur ned f r om t he t ool shed his f r iend had t aken out  t he f r ont  

wheel of  t he bicycle. His f r iend was sit t ing on t he gr ound wit h t he wheel bet ween his 

legs. He was playing wit h t he wheel while t he ot her  par t  of  t he bicycle was lying on t he 

gr avel pat h beside him. 

3.  “Not hing is easier than t aking of f  t he gear- case. ” Comment  on or cont inue this 

sent ence in t he light  of  what  actually happens.  

 “Not hing is easier  t han t aking of f  t he gear -case but  it  is an impossible t ask t o f ix it  

back.” The aut hor ’s f r iend t ook out  t he gear -case easily, but  he was having a night mar e 

in put t ing it  back t o it s place. 

4.  What  special t reat ment  did the chain receive? 

Aut hor ’s f r iend t ight ened it  t o an ext ent  t hat  it  didn’t  move at  all. He t hen 

loosened it  unt il it  was t wice as loose as it  was bef or e. 

5.  The f riend has t wo qualit ies- he knows what  he is doing and is absolut ely sure it  is 

good.  Find t he t wo phrases in the t ext  which mean the same.  

 (i) Cheer y conf idence 

      (ii) I nexplicable hopef ulness 

6.  Describe ‘t he f ight ’ bet ween t he man and the machine.  Find the relevant  sent ences 

in t he text  and writ e t hem.  

The bicycle was in good condit ion, but  t he aut hor ’s f r iend unnecessar ily dist ur bed 

it . He f ir st  t ook out  f r ont -wheel and t hen t he gear -case, his next  vict im was t he chain. 

He r eally had a t ough t ime f ixing t hese par t s back int o t heir  place. 

Then he lost  his t emper  and t r ied bullying t he t hing. The bicycle, I  was glad t o see, 

showed spir it  and t he subsequent  pr oceedings degener at ed int o lit t le else t han a r ough 

and t umble f ight  bet ween t hem and t he machine. 

One moment  t he bicycle would be on t he gr avel pat h and he on t op of  it ; t he next , t he 

posit ion would be r ever sed-he on t he gr avel pat h, t he bicycle on him. 
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Now he would be st anding f lushed wit h vict or y, t he bicycle f ir mly f ixed bet ween his legs. 

But , his t r iumph would be shor t -lived. By a sudden, quick movement  it  would f r ee it self  

and t ur ning upon him, hit  him shar ply over  t he head wit h one of  it s handles. 

 

 

 

1.  Read the f ollowing sent ences.  

 We should go f or  a long bicycle r ide. 

 I  ought  t o have been f ir m. 

 We must n’t  lose any of  t hem. 

 I  suggest ed t hat  he should hold t he f or k and t hat  I  should handle t he wheel. 

            The wor ds in it alics ar e modal auxiliaries.  Modal auxiliar ies ar e used wit h ver bs   

             t o expr ess not ions such as possibilit y, per mission, willingness, obligat ion,   

             necessit y et c. ‘Should,’ ‘must ’ and ‘ought  t o’ gener ally expr ess mor al obligat ion,  

             necessit y and desir abilit y. 

Look at  the f ollowing 

  We should good a holiday. (suggest ion: it  is a good idea f or  us t o go on a holiday.)  

 He is not  t oo well t hese days. He must  see a doct or  bef or e he becomes wor se. 

(compulsion or  necessit y: I t  is absolut ely essent ial or  necessar y f or  him t o  

see a doct or .) 

  You ought  t o list en t o me. I  am well over  a decade older  t han you. (mor e emphat ic  

t han ‘should’: Since I  am older  t han you, it  is advisable t hat  you list en t o me.) 

Not e:  ‘Should’ and ‘ought  t o’ ar e of t en used int er changeably. 

Rewrit e each of  t he f ollowing sentences using should /  ought  t o /  must  in place of  

t he italicised words.  Make ot her changes wherever necessary.  

(i) You ar e obliged t o do your  dut y ir r espect ive of  consequences. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

 

 

Working wit h Language 
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(ii) You will do well st udy at  least  f or  an hour  ever y day. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(iii) The doct or  says it  is necessar y f or  her  t o sleep eight  hour s ever y night . 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(iv) I t  is r ight  t hat  you show r espect  t owar ds elder s and af f ect ion t owar ds 

youngst er s. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(v) I f  you want  t o st ay healt hy, exer cise r egular ly. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(vi) I t  is good f or  you t o t ake a walk, ever y mor ning. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(vii) I t  is st r ongly advised t hat  you don’t  st and on your  head. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(viii) As he has a cold, it  is bet t er  f or  him t o go t o bed. 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________. 

(i) You must  do your  dut y ir r espect ive of  consequences 

(ii) You should st udy at  least  f or  an hour  ever y day. 

(iii) The doct or  says she must  sleep eight  hour s ever y night . 
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(iv) You ought  t o show r espect  t owar ds elder s and af f ect ion t owar ds 

youngst er s. 

(v) To st ay healt h, you must  exer cise r egular ly. 

(vi) You should t ake a walk, ever y mor ning. 

(vii) You must  not  st and on your  head. 

(viii) As he has a cold, he should t o go t o bed. 

 

2.  Use should/ must / ought  t o appropriately in t he f ollowing sent ences.  

(i) People who live in glass houses ______________not  t hr ow st ones. 

(ii) You  ______________wipe your  f eet  bef or e coming int o t he house, especially 

dur ing t he r ains. 

(iii) You  ______________do what  t he t eacher  t ells you. 

(iv) The pupils wer e t old t hat  t hey  ______________ wr it e mor e neat ly. 

(v) Sign in f r ont  of  a par k; You  ______________ not  walk in t he gr ass. 

(vi) You  ______________ be ashamed of  your self  having made such a r emar k. 

(vii) He lef t  home at  9 o’clock. He  ______________ Be her e any minut e. 

(viii) “What ever  happened t o t he chocolat e cake?” “How  ______________ I  know? I  

have j ust  ar r ived.” 

(i) should              (ii)    must       

 (iii)  must                   (iv)    should         

(v)       must                   (vi)    ought  t o 

          (vii)      should                (viii)  should 

 

3.  Two or more single sent ences can be combined t o f orm a single sentence.  

Read the f ollowing.  

I  made an ef f or t  and was pleased wit h myself . This sent ence is in f act  a combinat ion of  

t wo sent ences. 

  I  made an ef f or t . 

  I  was pleased wit h myself . 

Now r ead t his sent ence. 
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I  did not  see why he should shake it . This is also a combinat ion of  t wo sent ences. 

 I  did not  see (it ). 

 Why should he shake it ? 

Divide each of  t he f ollowing sent ences int o it s par t s. Wr it e meaningf ul par t s. I f  

necessar y, supply a wor d or  t wo t o make each par t  meaningf ul 

(i) I  went  t o t he t ool shed t o see what  I  could f ind.  (3 part s) 

(ii) When I  came back he was sit t ing on t he ground.  (2 part s) 

(iii) We may as well see what ’s t he mat ter with it ,  now it  is out .  (3 part s) 

(iv) He said he hoped we had got  them all.  (3 part s) 

(v) I  had t o conf ess he was right .  (2 part s) 

(i) I  went  t o t he t ool shed. 

I  went  t o see  

What  could I  f ind? 

(ii) I  came back. 

He was sit t ing on t he gr ound. 

(iii) We may as well see. 

What  is t he mat t er  wit h it ? 

Now, it  is out . 

(iv) He said. 

He hopped. 

We had got  t hem all. 

(v) I  had t o conf ess. 

He was r ight . 

4. ‘en’ act s as a pref ix (put  at  t he beginning) or  as a suf f ix (put  at  t he end) t o f or m new 

wor ds. 

en + cour age = encour age 

weak + en = weaken 

‘en’ at  t he beginning or  at  t he end of  a wor d is not  always a pr ef ix or  a suf f ix. I t  is t hen 

an int egr al par t  of  t he wor d. 

Ending, bar r en 
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(i) Now arrange the words given the box under t he t hree headings-  pref ix,  

suf f ix,  and part  of  the word.  

encourage                 dampen              list en 

barren                     endanger            sof t en 

f ast en                      enclose              weaken 

even                        enable               enclave 

en (pr ef ix)              en (suf f ix)         en (par t  of  wor d) 

encour age               dampen              list en 

endanger                 sof t en                bar r en 

enable                    f ast en                even 

enclose                   weaken               enclave 

(ii) Find new words in your t ext book and put  t hem under t he same headings 

en (pr ef ix)             en (suf f ix)            en (par t  of  wor d) 

enact                      quicken                  ener gy 

ensur e                   deepen                   end 

enj oy                     t ight en                  enquir y 

encir cle                  st r engt hen           sudden 

enact                      f or got t en              t hen list en 

ent r ap                    deepen                 sudden 

endanger ed             t ight en                happen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Where did t he aut hor planned t o do along wit h his f riends? 

 The aut hor  and his f r iend planned t o go f or  r ide on his bicycle. 

2.    Who t he aut hor called the right  person t o shake t he bicycle? 

 The aut hor  called himself  t he r ight  per son t o shake his bicycle. 

 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Chapt er Pract ice 
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3.  Which was t he t oughest  part  of  t he bicycle t hat  the aut hor’s f riends the 

t oughest  t o f ix? 

I t  was t he gear -case t hat  gave t he aut hor ’s f r iends t he most  t r ouble. 

4.  How t he author and his f riend spend t he ent ire day? 

The aut hor ’s f r iend dismant led t he bicycle par t s one-by-one f or  t he ent ir e day 

and t hen he spend t he ent ir e day f ixing t hem at  t heir  place. 

5.  Was it  right  f or the aut hor’s f riend t o dismant le t he bicycle? 

The aut hor ’s bicycle was in a per f ect  st at e t her e was no use of  dismant ling it s 

par t s by his f r iend. 

    

 

 

 

1.  How did t he author said t o encourage his f riend t o f ix the gear- case? 

The aut hor  said t hat  it  was f ascinat ing t o obser ve his f r iends wor king on t he 

bicycle. He called his conf idence as cheer y and t he hopef ulness as inexplicable. His 

f r iend f ound t hese wor ds t o be encour aging and st ar t ed r e-f ixing t he gear -case. 

2.  What  happened t o t he ball bearings? 

 Aut hor ’s f r iend unscr ewed t he ball bear ings wit hout  inf or ming him. They st ar t ed 

r olling on t he gr ound and t hen t hey might  have lost  some of  it  t her e. Then t he aut hor  

kept  t hem in his hat  which was lat er  blown away by t he wind because of  which t hey again 

lost  f ive of  t hose bear ings. 

3.  What  was the st ate of  the author’s f riends at  the last ? 

 The aut hor ’s f r iend was complet ely t ir ed because of  his st r uggle wit h t he 

bicycle. He was soiled wit h oil and dir t . He f ound f ixing t he par t s of  t he bicycle 

ext r emely t ough and somehow got  t hose par t s in place. He called it  quit s f inally claiming 

t hat  t his is enough. 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  The author didn’t  go f or the bicycle ride he had planned wit h his f riends why? 

 The aut hor  and his f r iend had planned t o go f or  a r ide on t he bicycle, but  t he t wo 

couldn’t  make it . His f r iend dismant led all t he par t s of  t he bicycle one-by-one. He f ir st  

t ook out  t he f r ont  wheel and t hen t he ball bear ing f r om it . The chain was his next  vict im 

bef or e he f inally moved on t o t he gear -case. I t  t ook his f r iend t he ent ir e day t o f ix 

t hese par t s back int o t heir  place and t hen he f inally lef t  f or  his home. 

2.  Author’s f riends had t aken out  the part s of  t he bicycle easily,  but  he really had 

t ough t ime f ixing them.  Explain t his with suitable example.  

 The aut hor ’s f r iend has t aken out  t he ball bear ings f r om t he f r ont  wheel wit hout  

any alar m. He t hen st ar t ed t hat  he had not  put  t hose bear ings back int o t heir  place. He 

t hen moved t o t he chain. 

He f ir st  t ight ened it  t o an ext ent  t hat  wasn’t  moving and loosened t wice it s ear lier  

st at e. The gear -case was t he most  complicat ed one. He t ook it  easily, but  a t ough t ime 

f ixing it  back.  

 

 

 

 

1.  We should not  mess up wit h t hings that  belong t o ot hers.  Elaborate.  

  We should t r eat  t hings t hat  belong t o ot her s wit h ut most  car e. We should t r eat  

t hem even mor e caut iously t han we would have t r eat ed our  t hings. 

Ther e ar e many t hings ar ound us t hat  we consider  dear  t o us. Similar ly people ar e also 

emot ional about  t heir  t hings and we must  r espect  t heir  f eelings. 

Tr eat ing ot her ’s callously will make t hem lose t heir  t r ust  on us and t hey might  not  lend 

t heir  t hings t o us again. We should t ake ut t er most  car e while handling t hings belonging 

t o ot her s and must  r et ur n t hem at  once when our  j ob is done. 

2.  Friendship is a great  relat ion.  We all must  t reasure our f riends.  Explain.  

 I t  is gr eat  t o have f r iends in lif e. They add colour s t o our  lif e. Ther e ar e many 

t hings which we cannot  shar e wit h our  f amily, but  can shar e wit h our  f r iends easily. 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ions 
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Our  f r iends help us in our  t ime of  need and st and beside us dur ing our  t hick and t hin. We 

t r ust  t hem and can r ely on t hem in t ime of  need. We must  be helpf ul and under st anding 

t owar ds our  f r iend and must  always be available t o r ender  our  help t o t hem. 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

     “Cat ch ‘em!” he shout ed; “cat ch ‘em! We must n’t  lose any of  t hem.” He was quit e excit ed 

about  t hem. We gr ovelled r ound f or  half  an hour  and f ound sixt een.  

He said he hoped we had got  t hem all, because, if  not , it  would make a ser ious dif f er ence t o t he 

machine. I  had put  t hem in saf et y in my hat . I t  was not  a sensible t hing t o do I  admit . 

1.  Who has been ref erred as ‘he’ in t he above lines? 

 The aut hor ’s f r iends has been r ef er r ed as ‘he’ in t he above lines. 

2.  What  were t hey looking f or? 

 They wer e looking f or  t he ball bear ings. 

3.  ___ it  would make a serious dif f erence t o t he machine.  What  has been ref erred t o 

as ‘machine’ in t hese lines? 

 Aut hor ’s bicycle has been r ef er r ed as machine in t he above lines. 

4.  “Cat ch ‘em’!” he should;  “cat ch ‘em! Just  bef ore t his t he aut hor’s f riend 

(a) Had unscr ewed t he ball bear ings. 

(b) Had t ight ened t he chain. 

(c) Had t aken out  t he gear -case. 

(d) Had t aken out  t he f r ont  wheel. 

 (a) Had unscr ewed t he ball bear ings. 

5.  Find one word f rom the given lines which is ant onym ‘bored’.  

(a) Hopped  

(b) Gr ovelled 

(c) Thr illed  

(d) Excit ed 

 (d) Excit ed 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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6.  Why it  wasn’t  sensible decision t o keep it  in t he hat ? 

(a) The hat  had holes. 

(b) The aut hor  want ed t o wear  t he hat . 

(c) They got  lost  in t he hat . 

(d) The hat  was blown away by t he wind and some of  ball bear ings wer e lost . 

d) The hat  was blown away by t he wind and some of  ball bear ings wer e lost . 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

He said, “This is danger ous, have you got  a hammer ?” I  ought  t o have been f ir m, but  I  

t hought  t hat  per haps he r eally did know somet hing about  t he business. I  went  t o t he 

t ool shed t o see what  I  could f ind. When I  came back he was sit t ing on t he gr ound 

f r ont  wheel bet ween his legs. 

1.  What  has been ref erred t o as dangerous in the given lines? 

The wobbling of  t he f r ont  wheel has been descr ibed as danger ous in t he given 

lines. 

2.  Who has been ref erred as ‘he’ in t he given lines? 

  Aut hor ’s f r iend has been r ef er r ed as ‘he’ in t he given lines. 

3.  What  the person int ended t o do with the hammer? 

 He want ed t o r epair  t he wobbling of  t he f r ont  wheel wit h t he hammer . 

4.  The author should have been f irm about ? 

(a) Not  allowing his f r iend t o t ouch his bicycle 

(b) Not  going t o t he t ool shed 

(c) Going f or  t he r ide on bicycle 

(d) The opinion of  f r iend about  t he bicycle 

 (a)  Not  allowing his f r iend t o t ouch his bicycle 

5.  Find out  one word f rom t he given lines that  is synonym of  t he word ‘possibly’.  

(a) Most ly    (b) Def init ely  (c) Cer t ainly   (d) Per haps 

 (d) Per haps 

6.  What  was the aut hor’s f riend doing with the f ront  wheel? 

(a) He was t r ying t o check t he pr oblem in it   

(b) He was t r ying t o f ix it  in it s posit ions 

(c) He was playing wit h it  

(d) He was t aking a nap keeping t he f r ont  wheel in t hat  posit ion. 

 (c) He was playing wit h it . 

 

 

 

Ext ract  2 


